Whitewater Crossing Christian Church

Position Paper #2 

What does it mean to be a member of WCCC?  

Many people ask, “If I am a member of the Lord’s Church or the Church universal, why should I formally identify with a local church?” It is true that upon our salvation, exemplified by the response of people at Pentecost, that “the Lord adds to the church daily those who are being saved” (Acts 2:36-42). While there is a universal church comprised of all believers on every continent, the visible expression of the church has always been the local congregations. As one follows the biblical steps of salvation (faith, repentance, confession & baptism) they are connected to Christ in relationship; membership in a local church connects an individual to other Christians in relationship.  

At a practical level, we experience the church as a group of people with names, faces, stories and memories. Local Church membership is about belonging, connecting, growing in relationships and serving God together.  

The New Testament offers several pictures of the church which instruct us about the nature of membership in a local body of Christians:

1. A Flock with Shepherds

The apostles of Jesus Christ felt leadership was so important that they made sure each church had local elders (shepherds) to guard and feed the flock. Church membership is a covenant between people and leaders to walk together in Christ. The leaders commit to watching over the flock and the people commit to obeying and following their leadership (I Peter 5:2, Hebrews 13:17). This is one of the benefits and expectations of being a member of a local church.
While membership should be a covenant in which we give ourselves, it is not necessarily permanent. The Lord does call shepherds and people from time to time to move or identify with another church body. At such times, we identify a “transfer of membership.”  Whenever someone does move, they should seek out a new place of fellowship immediately, rather than run the risk of being out from under the spiritual protection of the elders. A sheep away from the fold is always more vulnerable.  

2. A Body of Christ 

The body is a living organism, not an institution. The body is joined to Christ, the head. All of us need to be “joined and held together” (Ephesians 4:16) so that the whole body will grow to maturity. Christ’s body on earth can be a powerful force if each part is working properly. Such a body “builds itself up in love” (Eph. 4:16). Every part of the body of Christ is important and membership identifies a person as being one vital part. It is very helpful to church leaders to be able to identify those who are committed. This will enable them to know whom to call to lead and serve in different ministries and programs.  
The benefit and expectation for local church members as part of the body is that as they fulfill their role in the church, they enjoy the blessing of experiencing the fullness and wholeness of the Body of Christ working together. The Apostle Paul speaks to this in I Corinthians chapter 12.  

3. The Family of God
It is a great experience to be walking together with a family of believers in the church. Yes, the church is family; where you are accepted and appreciated. We want you to be loved and to reach your full potential in your spiritual giftedness and service to the Lord. You are missed when you are absent and we are concerned about your spiritual health. By your commitment to membership, we will know who is in our family and this will help you to be accountable and responsible in your relationship with God and others. God has no other plan for caring for us, maturing us and facilitating our service to him except through His family. For people who commit to local church membership, having spiritual brothers and sisters in the local church provides an amazing blessing of support, love, and encouragement.  
4. An Army under Command

Children who grow up in the church are usually taught a song called, “I’m in the Lord’s Army.”  But do you know where you fit in that army? Who are your officers?  Where is the fight? If you are a member of a local church, you are a soldier under command, ready to fight the enemy. Have you been to boot camp?  That’s what the teaching and training of the church is all about – equipping people to be effective and obedient soldiers in God’s army. Paul writes in II Timothy 2:4, “No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs – he wants to please his commanding officer.”  
5. A Glorious House

One final metaphor in Scripture is that we are “living stones being built into a spiritual house” (I Peter 2:5). This is a beautiful picture that shows the glory of Christ’s church. We are living buildings reaching toward the sky, presenting his beauty to the world. The mortar of this building is love. Jesus is the architect. The Holy Spirit is the power source to move stones into the right place in the building. By committing to membership, you respond to the work of the Holy Spirit in your life as he fits you into just the right place in this glorious building.  
Additional information about Local Church membership at WCCC

· The specific expectations for members at WCCC are the Whitewater 7. These seven paths are practices, habits and disciplines that are evidenced in the life of a disciple of Jesus Christ. See the position paper on the WW7 for more specific information.  
· All members of Whitewater Crossing have been baptized by immersion at some point in their lives as part of their faith response to Jesus Christ. See the position paper on baptism for more information. 

· Local church membership at WCCC is the next step for baptized believers. 

